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INTRODUCTION 

TO 

THE SONG OF SONGS, 

Beinff an Extract ft'om ** The Synoptia of HoUf I 
ture \" hy St. AthanoHut the Qreat. 



Th]s Book was written by Solomon^ ano 
composed throughout &om beginning to e 
mystically, by way of enigmatical allegoi 
for the meaning of its doctrines is not ope] 
but hid. Nevertheless, if diligently sougt 
after, it i& foimd ; wherefore it becomes thos< 
who have understanding, to address them 
selves to the whole of this book as to a 
allegory, lest, through the ignorance of th 
unlearned, the things spoken in it fall ini 
contempt. 

1 This Treatise is placed among the duhious Writing 
of St. Athanasios in the Benedictine Edition^ bu^ 
reckoned by Da Pin as genuine. 

k1 



IV INTRODUCl'ION. 

It is called the Song of Songs, because it 
comes after other songs, but after it no other 
is to be expected; by other, I mean not 
book, but things signified in the book. 
What I say is this: All Divine Scripture 
prophesies of the descent of the Word to us, 
and of His coming in the Flesh. For this 
is the will of God ; and in the Prophets, and 
in all Holy Scripture this is primarily set 
forth. But to this Divine theme they add 
discourses concerning the nations, Babylon, 
Damascus, Moab, and others ; and in every 
part of Scripture they rebuke sinners, and 
the wicked are urged to repentance, and are 
threatened with the future judgment of fire. 
Other Scriptures, indeed, foretell : as Moses, 
" A prophet shall the Lord your God raise 
up unto you of your brethren, like imto 
me ^ ;" and Isaiah, " Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and shall bring forth a son';** and 
Micah, "And it shall come to pass in the 

2 Deut. xviii. 15. ' Ita. vii. 14. 
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last days, that the mountain of the Lord's 
house shall be exalted to the top of the 
mountains*;" and others prophesied in 
divers manners, according to the grace of 
the Spirit. But fipom all which they spake, 
the Lord, Whom they foretold, waa expected. 
Thus many predicted Him, and until He 
came ceased not to prophesy of Him. And 
these all are songs. But the Song of Songs 
is not as a prophecy or sign; but Him, 
Whom others foretold, it shows, as it were, 
to be already come, and to have taken Flesh ; 
wherefore, as on the marriage of the Word 
and Flesh, the Song of Songs sings the 
Epithalamium. The other Scriptures, in- 
deed, speak of the Saviour, and meanwhile 
discourse of various things, but this Book 
sings only the marriage of the Word and 
Flesh. Wherefore in other Scriptures are 
found words of indignation and wrath, and 
terrible threats ; but this Book, since it signi- 

* Micah iv. 1. 
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fies nothing else but the appearance of the 
Word, bi'eathes only sweetness, joy, and 
cheerfulness. For when the Bridegroom is 
come, it behoves all to rejoice, and none to 
mourn, as the Lord said. For when He 
came He bare our infirmities, and turned our 
sorrows into joy. As, therefore, after the 
Dispensation of the Saviour, we expect no 
other prophet, so after the things treated of 
in the Song of Songs, is there nothing else 
signifjdng what is later to be expected. And 
the things allegorized in this Song are found 
spoken at intervals in the Prophets and 
other Scriptures. Again, as John pointed 
to the Lamb of God, and the Law and the 
Prophets are until John, so the things which 
•are signified in the Song of Songs are the 
completion of all that is contained in all Holy 
Scripture, For what is to be expected after 
the Advent of Christ but judgment and re- 
tribution? therefore, they who bring in 
Prophets after the Lord are deceived and 
condemned as heretics. For which cause it 
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is " the Song of Songs/' in that after it no 
other is to be expected. And as under the 
Law there was the Holy Place, and after it 
the Holy of Holies, but after the Holy of 
Holies no other place within ; so after other 
songs is the Song of Songs, and after the 
Song of Songs is not to be expected any 
further or later promise : for the Word was 
once made Flesh, and finished the work. 
And this whole Book is full of Dialogues 
between the ancient people and the Word, 
and the whole human race and the Word, 
and the Church from among the Gentiles and 
Him— and again, between the Word and her, 
and the whole human race — then between 
the Gentiles and Jerusalem, and between 
Jerusalem and the Word, concerning the 
called from among the Gentiles and herself. 
Afterwards is the preaching by ministering 
angels to those who are called among men. 
These, therefore, are the words of the ancient 
people entreating Him to come down and be 
joined to Flesh : " Let Him kiss me wv^J^. 
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the kissefl of His mouth, for Thy breasts* are 
better than wine;" and again, they invite 
Him in these words : " Things new and old 
have I laid up for Thee, my Beloved." 
And, generally, all is to the Word, that He 
would assume our Flesh : " Oh, that Thou 
wert as my Brother, that sucked the breasts 
of my Mother; when I should find Thee 
without I would kiss Thee, yea, I should not 
be despised. I would lead Thee, and bring 
Thee unto my Mother's houise, and into the 
chamber of her that conceived me." For 
they prayed Him that He would take flesh 
not of another, but of that very womb of 
which we were bom, although not as our- 
selves of man and woman. For, as Creator, 
He took to Himself from the Virgin only, 
but yet of human nature, for of that nature 
was Mary, the Mother of God. And this is 
the language of the Word' now assuming 
flesh unto those who desired Him : " I am 
come into thy garden, My Sister, My Spouse ; 
« LXX. 
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I have gathered My myrrh with My spice, 
I have eaten My bread with My honey, I 
have dnink My wine with My milk." For 
having entered into His own garden, the 
creature, He took to Himself a body of the 
Virgin, and was made Man. For the body 
was mortal, but joined to the sweet savour 
of the Most Holy Word. And although, as 
man, He admitted the food of milk into His 
body, yet He imparted to it the wine of His 
own perfection. For as He partook of milk, 
80 of Himself He wrought the work of 
Divinity. Then the Word, having clothed 
Himself with a body, calls to His ancient 
people, as those to whom were first com- 
mitted the Oracles, in these words : " Rise up, 
My Love, My Fair One, My Dove ; for, lo, 
the winter is past, the rain is over and gone, 
and the flowers appear in the earth; the 
pruning-time is come, and the voice of the 
turtle is heard in our land; the fig-tree 
putteth forth her green figs, the vines yield 
their fruit." For thus He instructs His 
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first people as having received temporarily 
the shadow of the law, and as knowing the 
voice of the turtle. Then the Word, having 
called to Jerusalem, afterwards calls to those 
of the Gentiles (for there is one Lord, both 
of Jews and Gentiles) : *' Come with Me fix)m 
Lebanon, My Spouse, with Me from Lebanon; 
look from the top of Senir and Hermon, from 
the lions' dens, from the mountains of the 
leopards." For from idolatry and the fierce 
manners of wild beasts, He calls her to 
Faith : she therefore, being called from the 
Gentiles, and now filled with compunction, 
says thus to the Word: "Tell me, Thou 
whom my soul loveth, where Thou feedest, 
where Thou makest Thy flock to rest at 
noon; for why should I be as one that 
tumeth aside by the flocks of Thy com- 
panions?" For, having learnt by expe- 
rience how prone she was to changes, she 
desires to be confirmed and strengthened 
for the future, lest she should suffer the like 
again. And the Word, being called upon. 
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teacheth her in these words: "If thou 
knowest not thyself, thou fairest among 
women, go thy way forth by the footsteps 
of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the 
shepherds' tents/* For none can know 
God, unless he first knows himself. For 
piety towards God is the first principle of 
knowledge ; but it is not a knowledge from 
without, but the understanding of the soul 
herself, joined with faith. Jerusalem, be- 
holding the calling of the Gentiles through 
the uncireumcision of faith, exclaims with 
wonder: "What see ye in the Shulamite, 
who comes as a band of singers from the 
camp*?" For not from one, but every 
nation, do they come, and leaving their own 
camps, and breaking their swords, occupy their 
thoughts henceforth in the things of peace. 
And the Church of the Gentiles, beholding 
Jerusalem as reproaching her, defends herself, 
that not in vain is her calling: "I am 
black, but comely, daughters of Jerusalem, 
as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of 
• LXX, 
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Solomon. Look not upon me, because I am 
black, because the sun hath looked upon me. 
My mother's children fought against me ; 
they made me keeper of the vineyards ; but 
mine own vineyard have I not kept." I am 
black, yet am under the sim itself; for, 
although I am uncircumcised, she says, yet 
have I renounced idols, and am come out 
from my mother's house, as did Abraham ; 
for I am of the same faith. Wherefore, I 
entreat you, bring me to the house of wine, 
set love over me : comfort me with oint- 
ments, heap me up citrons, for I am wounded 
with love '. Regard not my uncircimicision, 
but receive me in love, Law and Prophets. 
For although I cast forth an ill scent from 
cruelty, yet do thou instruct me, and 
strengthen with thy sweet savour, for I am 
wounded with love. Therefore " I adjure you, 
O daughters of Jerusalem, among the herds 
and powers of the field, that ye stir not up 
nor awaken Love until He please." I adjure 
you, O fathers, not by the powers, for that is 
6 LXX. 
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unlawful, but among the powers of Paradise, 
that looking to Him, as unto Adam, ye 
would so receive me; for there was then 
no circumcision, and now the state of Adam 
is renewed. The Word, beholding and 
accepting the faith of the Gentiles, saith, 
" Thou art beautiful, My Love, as Tirzah, 
comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army 
with banners." For they, who are of the 
Gentiles, must not be otherwise than as 
Jerusalem, that they may be one people. 
And this is done when we both honour the 
Law and believe in Christ. For there is one 
God, both of the Law and the Gospel ; and 
he who is not as Jerusalem, is not the friend 
of the Word. Jerusalem, beholding the 
faith of her children, and the love of the 
Word towards man, says, **I went down 
into the garden of nuts, to see the fruits of 
the valley, and to see whether the vine 
flourished and the pomegranates budded: 
or ever I was aware, my soul made me like 
the chariots of Amminadib." "Into tl^a 
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garden of nuts/' that is, into the Scriptures ; 
which are as nuts, hard without and spiri- 
tual within. I saw that I must be yoked, 
as in a chariot, to the called of the Gentiles. 
Therefore when both people are joined, then 
is the preaching sent forth to all the world, 
and its ministers are the angels, saying, 
" Go forth, and behold King Solomon with 
the crown, wherewith his mother crowned 
him, in the day of his espousals, and in the 
day of the gladness of his heart." For he 
who goes forth from wickedness shall see the 
immutable oneness of the Word and Flesh. 
For when the espousals of the "Word were 
made with us through His union with the 
Flesh, then He obtained the victory over 
death, for which cause all things are filled 
with joy. 

Such are some of the dialogues in this 
Song of Songs, from which any one may 
take example, and be able to adapt like parts 
in like manner, according to his imder- 
standing. 
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CONCERNING THE TITLE OP THE 
SONG OF SONGS. 

BY 

THEODORET, BISHOP OP CYRUS. 



Since in reliance on Divine Grace we have 
presumed to undertake the exposition of this 
Book, let us first of all examine the Title and 
elucidate it: The Song of Songs, which is 
Solomon* 8. Let us consider why the wise 
Solomon designated it not a Song, but " the 
Song of Songs," for that nothing superfluous 
or in vain is spoken under the energy of the 
Divine Spirit is acknowledged by every right- 
thinking and godly man. Which being so, 
we wiU investigate the reason why this Book 
is called "the Song of Songs," and not a 
Song. We find, indeed, many songs, psalms, 
hymns, and odes spoken and written by the 
blessed David, and by the Prophets who 
B 2 
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came after him ; and the great Moses sang 
the first song of victory, when the sea, being 
divided, became a way to the Israelites and 
a grave to the Egyptians. The second song 
he sang was one of thanksgiving over the 
well. The third was that in which he de- 
scribed the Divine goodness, and rebuked 
the wilful disposition of the people. And 
the blessed David gave forth psalms of vic- 
tory, and of the vintage, and for morning 
and evening; but the wise Solomon wrote 
neither a song of victory, nor for the morn- 
ing, but an Epithalamiumy or nuptial song. 
For Epiniciay or songs of victory, set forth the 
destruction of enemies, and the deliverance 
of captives, as that: "He maketh wars to 
cease in all the world. He breaketh the bow 
and knappeth the spear in sunder, and bum- 
eth the chariot in the fire. Be still then, 
and know that I am God ; I will be exalted 
among the heathen, and I will be exalted in 
the earth *." For He signifies, that having 

1 Pa. xlvi. 9, 10. 
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crushed the whole armour of the enemies^ 
and delivered the long-oppressed captives> 
He had subjected them imto Himself, and 
acquired a kingdom over all willing people. 
Therefore He says, "I will be exalted 
among the heathen, and I will be exalted 
in the earth/' Of the same kind is that : 
" clap your hands together, all ye people ; 
O sing unto God with the voice of melody. 
For the Lord is high and to be feared. He is 
the great King upon all the earth *." And 
again: "Gird Thee with Thy sword upon 
Thy thigh, Thou Most Mighty, according 
to Thy worship and renown '." And else- 
where: "Lift up your heads, ye gates, 
and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors ; and 
the King of Glory shall come in. Who is 
the King of Glory ? it is the Lord strong and 
mighty, even the Lord mighty in battle ^." 
In these songs, then, the Prophets treat of 

2 Ps. xlvii. 1, 2. « Ps. xlv. 4. * Ps. xxiv. 7, 8. 

b3 
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the victo^ of the King, and celebrate Him 
for the deliverance of captives. But the 
Song of Songs describes His marriage and 
His love to the Bride. Them He designates 
the Bride in these songs, who have been de- 
livered from captivity, and have obtained 
freedom, and conciliated the favour of the 
King, and have an unfailing memory of His 
benefits, and who manifest a great affection 
and love towards Him, and continually fol- 
low Him ; yea, and also the Powers above, 
who inquire " Who is the King of Glory ?'* 
desiring to be joined with Him, and not en- 
during to be separated for a moment of the 
day from Him Who preserves them. For 
this cause is this Book called " the Song of 
Songs," that phrase signifying that those 
songs were made for this song, and that they 
lead unto it. For this is the chief of bene- 
fits, the completion of the Divine philan- 
thropy, the ineffable goodness, immeasurable 
mercy, incomprehensible compassion, iuex- 
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pressible love, that the Maker, and Framer, 
and Author, and Lord, and God, and Ruler, 
Who is always the same, should undertake 
not only to deliver from death and the 
tyranny of the devil this creature of clay, 
and subject to suffering, and corruptible, and 
senseless, and worthless, but to bestow upon 
it liberty; and not only to pronounce us free, 
but to constitute us sons ; and not only to 
give us the gift of adoption, but to designate 
and make us His Bride, and that she should 
be closely united to the Bridegroom, and to 
offer innumerable bridal gifts, and to pre- 
pare the marriage-chamber and bed, and to 
clothe her being naked, and to become to 
her apparel, and meat, and drink, and the 
way, and a shield, and life, and light, and 
the resurrection. But I strive with the 
sand and the drops of rain, and to measure 
the sea in a basin, while venturing to re- 
count the acts of Divine goodness towards 
man. For this cause is this Book styled 
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*' the Song of Songs," as teaching us the 
highest forms of the goodness of God, and 
the most inward and secret things, and re- 
vealing to US the most holy mysteries of the 
Divine philanthropy. 



THE 

SONG OF SONGS, 

WITH NOTES FROM THE COMMENTARY OP 
THEODORET. 
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Chap, j rp^^ ^^^ ^^ SoNGS, 

WHICH IS 

Solomon's. 



BBIDE. 

2. O that He now with kisses sweet 
Would me from His own lips but 
greet — 
Such kisses give to me ' ! 
For better are those breasts' of 

Thine, 
Than richest juice from clustered 
vine, 
To fill the heart with glee ; 
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1 The Bride says this, entreating the Father of the 
Bridegroom. For she had heard the promises made to 
the Patriarch Abraham, and what was foretold to Jacob 
in blessings. She had also heard the great Moses prophe- 
sying of Him, and the Psalms describing His beauty and 
power. She had learnt that the same. Who was God, 
and the Son before all worlds, was beautifnl and comely 
(Ps. xlv. 3 — 8). Having been taught therefore the Bride- 
groom's beauty, strength, prowess, riches, kingdom, and 
power which He has over all, eternal, incorruptible, and 
endless, she desires to see Him, to rush into His embrace, 
and to give Him spiritual kisses. Let not, however, any 
of those who grovel on the ground, and cleave to the 
earth, be amazed at the mention of kisses. But let him 
consider how at the sacramental time, when we receive 
the members of the Bridegroom, we kiss and embrace 
Him, and by our eyes place them in our hearts, and repre- 
sent, as it were, a nuptial embrace, and think ourselves to 
be with Him, and to embrace Him, and to kiss Him, 
"love casting out fear," according to Holy Scripture. 
The Bride therefore desires to be kissed by the Bride- 
groom Himself, almost using these words to the Father : 
" Send me Thine Only-begotten Son, O Lord and Father 
(for Thou lovest the name of Father more than that of 
Lord) : too long have I been waiting for Him, too long 
have I been desiring BKm. I am tired with receiving His 
letters by Patriarchs, Lawgivers, and Prophets. I can no 
longer endure the flame of love. It is a burning Are, 
scorching up my entrails. He promised me by &il the 
I^ophets that He would come, and hitherto has not willed • 
to perform His promises. I know not why He delays, 
why He disregards me, longing for Him." Comp. Hos, ii. 
19,20. 

8 LXX. Vulg. Ar. ^th. Which contam those foun- 
tains of doctrine, from whence flow streams adapted to 
every period of growth, and these breasts she professes to 
love above all human joy, which is figuratively called 
wine, "that maketh glad the heart of man." Comp. 
Prov. viii. 11. 
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3. And of Thine ointments ', tempered we] 
Above all spicery the smell '; 

As precious oil poured out ', 
So sweet Thy Name * ! Therefore ha^ 

Thee 
The youthful Virgin-company * 
Dearly to love been brought. 



4. Draw me, we after Thee will speed ^ ! 
Into His chamber ' doth me lead 

The King ! we will delight, 
And joy in Thee ® ; and love Thy breasts 
More than the wine of royal feasts ; 

Love Thee do all upright I 
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> Comp. 1 Ck)r. xii. 8—10. 

2 LXX.Ar. Comp. Ps. xlv. 8. Ecclus. xxiv. 15, &c. 
2 Cor. ii. 15. 

3 For those many and various streams (she says), which 
fill the whole world with sweet odour, have one channel 
and fountain. Thine oil, " For in Him dwelleth all the 
fiilness of the Gk>dhead" (Col. ii. 9), and He, as Man, has 
received all the ^fts of the Spirit. Wherefore Isaiah 
exclaims (xi. 1, 2), " There shall come forth a rod out of 
the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of His 
roots. And the Spirit of the LoBD shall rest upon 
Him," &c. 

* For the very mention of Christ, as it were, is sufficient 
to anoint and fill with sweet savour the souls of the 
godly. See Appendix, for St. Bernard on these words. 

^ veaviZcs, LXX, younff and vigorous souls, attracted 
by Thy love. 

* Souls, who are endued with a youthful and active 
sense, fleeing a luxurious, soft, and indolent life, and pre- 
ferring labour to pleasure, run after the Bridegroom, 
being charmed and attracted by the sweet smell of the 
ointment, and held, as it were, by an indescribable bond. 
Comp. Hos. xi. 4. John xii. 32. 

7 That is. He hath revealed to me His secret counsels — 
He hath made known to me the mystery, that hath been 
hid from ages and from generations. See Isa. xlv. 3. 
Matt. xiii. 11. 1 Cor. ii. 9. 

8 Ps. ix. 2. Rev. xix. 7^ 
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6. Black, but yet beautiful, I am, 
daughters of Jerusalem \ — 

Once as those tents, the sim * 
Hath scorched in Kedar's deserts bare, 
But now as the pavilions fair 

Of princely Solomon. 



6. Then look not, that I black have been- 
That me the burning sun hath seen. 

My brethren 'gainst me fought ^ ; 
Over the vineyards made they me 
A keeper * ; whence, unheedingly, 

Mine own vine kept I not *. 



5,6.] 
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* This appears to be addressed to those who gloried in 
the Law and exalted themselves under the Old Covenant, 
being haaghty> and despising her, not only because she 
was an alien, but because of her former superstition, from 
whence she had contracted a black colour. To them, 
therefore, she says, I confess that I am black, yet am I 
comely ; once was I blind, but now I see; clothed with old 
rags, but now invested with golden apparel of various 
colours, having attdned to royal dignity, and set by the 
King, thrusting out thee, who rag^ against the King, 
and delivered Him to death, and polluted thy bed with a 
multitude of adulterers. Beproach me not, therefore, for 
the blackness of my skin, nor bring before me former evils; 
for I confess that I am black, yet am I beautiful and well- 
pleasing to the Bridegroom. Comp. Num. xii. 1, &c. 

' I was black when I served the creature more than the 
Creator, and worshipped that visible sun rather than the 
Sun of Bighteousness; but I have seen the difference 
between the one and the other, and have left the creature 
and worshipped the Creator. Begard not, therefore, that 
I have been black, that the sun hath looked on me. 

• That is, in the contest which the Apostles waged 
against idolatry and all ungodliness. Comp. Acts vii. 51. 

* They delivered to me as vineyards the Divine command- 
ments, and prescribed that I should not only cultivate and 
labour in them, but also keep them, lest any evil beast 
should spoil the fruit. 

• My former vineyard, which I cultivated before the 
Christian Faith, and bad been delivered to me from my 
fathers, have I left uncared for and unprotected, so that 
former customs might altogeth^ decay, and be forgotten 
to be handed down. 
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Tell me. Thou, Whom my soul doth love, 
Where Thou dost feed — whither remove 

For rest, at noon's full tide ; 
Lest I become as one that strays 
'Mong Thy companions' flocks, whose ways 

Turn treacherously aside *. 
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8. If thine own self thou dost not know ', 
Most beautiful of women thou, 

Go thy way forth, where'er 
The footsteps of the flock shall guide, 
And still the shepherds' tents beside 

To feed thy kids repair '. 

9. Unto a steed, well yoked with Me * 
In Pharaoh's chariot *, I thee 

Will, O My Love, compare ; 

10. How do thy cheeks ' the jewels grace. 
Thy neck encircled with a lace. 

All strung with gems most rare ! 



-10.] 
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^ Well does the Bride inquire at noon where the Bride- 
groom dwells, since when the light of knowledge is 
strongest, heresies spring np, having the name of Christi- 
anity, but void of the truth. Therefore she most anxiously 
seeks to learn the abode of the Bridegroom, where at 
noontide He makes His flock to lie down, lest she should 
&11 among the flocks of those who call themselves His 
companions, but are His enemies, the false Christs, false 
apostles, and false brethren. Matt. xxiv. 11. 2 Cor. xi. 
13, 26. 

> Eou^ fiTi y¥m a^avrtiv, LXX, and all the Ancient 
Versions. 

s Looking to thyself, and considering well what accords 
with thee, for thou art beautiful, yea the fairest of all 
women, know those that are like thee. But if thou knowest 
not thyself, trace the footsteps of the flock, examine the 
lives of the saints before thee, and in the tents of those 
shepherds, that is, in the Apostolical churches, feed thy 
kids. 

* Tj; Mnry fiov, LXX. 

* Figuratively here He intends by Pharaoh the perse- 
cutor of our nature, our wicked and common enemy; 
whom, like to Fharaoh, He drowned in the sacred wat^ 
of Baptism. Therefore He says. My steeds which I used 
when I plunged into the sea the chariots of Pharaoh, and 
set thee at liberty. For He took on Him the form of a 
servant, when He emptied Himself that He might procure 
the salvation of the whole human race. 

* The Church, consisting of many men and women, 
has some who are named cheeks, some eyes, some ears, 
some a mouth, some hands, and some feet. Comp. Prov. 
i. 8, 9. Ezek. xvi. 11, 12, 13. Eccles. vi. 30, 31. 



C3 
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PBIEKDS OF THE BBIDEGBOOM. 

11. We ornaments will make for thee, 
Which imto gold may likened be ', 

In beads of silver bound, 

12. Until in rest reclines the King. 
BEiDB. My spikenard doth its fragrance 

fling- 
Rich perfiime shed aroimd ; 

13. A bundle of sweet myrrh to me 
Is my Beloved, all night long He 

Between my breasts shall lie ; 

14. As cypress-branch, round which the 

vine 
Of Engedee its arms doth twine, 
So Him embrace will I ^ ! 



11 — 14.] THE SONG OF SONGS. II 



» LXX. They seem to Bignify here the time before the 
Advent of the Lord Christ, and they comfort the Bride 
saying. All the time until the resurrection of the King 
we wUl be with thee, and will adorn thee with every pos- 
sible ornament, nor will we leave thee until He rise again, 
but will offer to thee likenesses of gold and studs of sUver. 
And suitably, they say that which is like gold, and not 
gold itself, since greater are the gifts of the Bridegroom 
than those of His ministers, whidh have not equal honour. 
Therefore we bestow greater honour on the Holy Evan- 
gelists, although we reverence the Law and the Rrophets, 
and the writings of the Holy Apostles. 

' For I call Him by ma^ names, being overwhelmed 
with i^e sweet fragrance of His (nntment, and cannot use 
one only, for the power of His sweetness defies all expres- 
sion ; but, being overcome with His love, I call Him spike- 
nard, and a bundle of myrrh (myrrh signifying the death 
of the Bridegroom and the sweet savour thence brought to 
the Bride), and a cypress-branch, and a vine, for the vine, 
when it blossoms, is odoriferous. 



12 THE SONG OF SONGS. [l. 



BBIDBasOOH. 

16. How fair, My Love, how fair art thou ; 
Thine eyes chaste as a dove's ^ ! [bbidb.] 
Andlo, 
How beauteous ' Thou and sweet. 
Beloved One ! and our bed to shade *, 
Our mansion's beams of cedar made, 
The roof with cypress * set.. 



15.] 
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' For in the fonn of a dove the Holy Ghost descended 
and abode on the Bridegroom. Therefore He calls her 
eyes dove^s, that is, spiritual, full of Divine grace, free 
from darkness, " with open £ice beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, and changed into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord,'' and 
able to say, " God hath revealed to ns by His Spirit." 

' Hitherto she had continued amazed at the fragrance 
of the Bridegroom, but now she is astounded at His beauty, 
her eyes being enlightened and made spiritual, so as to be 
called dove*8. 

' By the bed, He appears to intend Holy Scripture, in 
which the Bridegroom and Bride reposing have spiritual 
intercommunion. Moreover He calls the bed shaded, as 
succoured by the grace of the Spirit, protecting it from 
the burning heat of sin; for what the cloud was to Israel, 
such is the help of the Spirit to us. 

* He has selected these kinds of trees, because the cedar 
is incorruptible and the cypress sweet-smelling, and both 
are found in Holy Scripture; which is to bo not only a 
bed, but a house, and table, and food, and not only affords 
sweet savour, but promises that which is incorruptible, 
impassible, and immortal. 
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BBIDEaBOOH. 

jj^^' 1. I am the rose-bud* of the field, 

Whose opening beauty is revealed, — 
The lily of the vale ^ 
2. As lily among brambles ' grown. 
My Love's among the daughters 
known. 
So far surpassing all ! 



BBIDB. 

3. As citron-tree amidst the grove *, 
So 'mong the sons is He I love ; 

Beneath His shade at rest 
I sat, where I had longed to be ; 
And the rich fruit of that fair tree 

Was pleasant to my taste *. 



1—3.] 
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* ** The Hebrew word is a compound of two others, which 
signify to hide and to shade. Accordingly Aquila appears 
to have rendered it with great accuracy by fraA.tnrTu<n;, 
which properly denotes a rose-blossom not fiilly opened, 
from KoKvirrw, to hide** — Parkhwrst, 

* Thou beholdest. He says. My human beauty, for " no 
man hath seen God at any time." I am made the flower 
of the fi^ld, that is, I have assumed an earthly body, and 
have sprouted from the earth. Who am before all worlds, 
and Most High, yea, and Incomprehensible. I was made 
the lily, not of the mountains, nor of the hills, nor merely 
of the plains, but of the valleys. For He not only preached 
salvation to the living, but resurrection to the dead, " de- 
scending into the lower parts of the earth, that He might 
fill all things." Therefore He calls Himself the flower of 
the field, and the lily of the valley, that is, of the dead, 
for to them He both promised and procured a return to 
Ufe. 

8 He appears here to call the Cliurches of the heretics 
daughters, by reason of their calling, but not of their 
election; and them He likens to thorns, but her to an 
odoriferous lily. 

* Great is the difference between the citron-tree and 
the lily, for this delights the sight and smell only, but the 
citron-tree affords pleasure to the sight, and smell, and 
taste, for it is good for food, and is eaten. Therefore the 
Bride is called the lily, but the Bridegroom the citron-tree, 
for He is eaten and made the food of the Bride, but she is 
not eaten, and has a sweet smell only. 

* For sitting under His shade, I pluck the fi^it, and 
partake of it. And the initiated bear witness, who delight 
in the members of the Bridegroom. Ps. xxxiv. 8. K«v. 
U.7. 
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4. O bring me to the house of wine \ 
And teach me there the discipline 
Of Love's exacting lore ^ ; 
6. Strengthen with ointments ', and supply 
Citrons abundantly *, for I 

By Love am wounded sore ! 

6. His left hand *neath my head He placed^ 
And gently with His right embraced. 

7. You, Salem's daughters *, now 
Adjure I, 'mong the hinds and roes, 
Cease not to stir up from repose 

Love, while He wills it so * ! 



4-r.] 
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^ LXX. Comp. Ps. xxxvi. 8 and Ixxxiv. 1, 2. Prov. iz. 
1,5. 

^ To|oT€ rr' €fi€ ayamjv, LXX. Teach me the way of 
Love, that I love not father, or mother, or field, or vine- 
yard, more than the Bridegroom, and appear unworthy of 
Him. Comp. Matt. x. 37 and Gen. ii. 24. 

» LXX. 

^ Heap on me the fruits of the Bridegroom, that, sitting 
under His shadow, scented with His ointment, and laden 
with His fruit, I may keep His memory unforgotten. 

* Those who love carnally endeavour that they alone 
shall enjoy the ohjects of their love ; but those who love 
spiritually, and long after God, exhort all men to partake 
with them of the charm; therefore the Bride does not 
endure that she alone should revel with the Bridegroom, 
nor think it enough that she alone should enjoy those holy 
embraces, but exhorts the Virgins, and not only exhorts, 
but compels, nay, lays on them the obligation of an oath, 
that they arouse and stir up love, as long as the Bride- 
groom pleases. These she calls the daughters of Jerusa- 
lem, that is, of the heavenly. Gal. iv. 26. 

• LXX. That is, suffer not the love of God in you to 
sleep, but arouse and inflame it, and pour, as oil, upon it 
the memory of His benefits, and cease not this until the 
Bridegroom say, It is enough. 



) 
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8. 'Tis my Beloved's voice I hear ' ! 
Leaping the heights, lo, hastes He near, 

Bounding o'er hills ', like roe 

9. Or kid ; behind our wall He stays, 
Glancing the windows through ; His gaze 

The lattice-gratings show ^ ! 

10. Spake to me my Beloved, and said : 

** Arise, My Love, My Fair One, speed ; 
" Come forth, no longer stay ; 

11. " For, lo, the winter now is o'er*, 

" The rain descends on earth no more, 
** And hinders not the way. 



12. "The flowers* have in our land ap- 

peared, 
" The pruning-time is come *, and heard 
" The turtle's voice is there ' ; 

13. " The fig-tree buds begin to swell, 
"The vine's first blossoms yield their 

smell®; 
" Kise, come, My Love, most fair ! 
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> Accnstomed to His Divine words, she recognizes His 
voice (John x. 27), and taking no rest, she rises, and 
ohserves, and looks around, and sedng Him, exclaims : 
Behold, He comes, S^c, 

* The Bride here teaches the putting down of idols, 
which was effected hy the Bridegroom, for by mountaiiM 
and hills she intends the groves and sacred precincts of 
demons, which were formerly on mountains, over which 
leaping and bounding by the wisdom of words and the 
power of miracles, He gets the better of them and causes 
them altogether to vanish away. 

' He has not yet entered into the chambers, but stand- 
ing behind the wall looks in through the windows. The 
senses she calls toindows, for, as through the windows of the 
senses, things good and bad flow in and out of the soul. 
But let us inquire, how the Bridegroom looks through 
the windows, that is, through our senses. When meditat- 
ing in the law of the Lord day and night, we delight 
ourselves in the Divine words, and with compunction and 
knowledge give heed unto the things that are written, 
we open our windows and welcome the face of the Bride- 
groom. And when we diligently listen to others reading 
the Divine Oracles, and discoursmg concerning Qod, again 
the Bridegroom looks at us through other windows, and 
shows us BLis own beauty. 

♦ He calls the time before His Advent winter; and the 
spring, after BLis Advent; and the height of summer, the 
age to come. Therefore He says, the mnter is passed, and 
the rain, the threatenings of the law and the heavy 
punishments of sins. 

* Observe the accuracy ojF the words. He says not, 
fruit, but flowers, for the perfection of good things is re- 
served for the worthy in the age to come. 

• AU the Ancient Versions. Comp. John xv. 2. 

7 The teaching of the Holy Spirit. 

8 The first-fruits of faith. 

D 2 
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14. " My dove *, who in the rocky cell, — 
" In hidings of the cliff' dost dwell, 

" O let thy face appear, 
"And in Mine ears thy voice be 

heard; 
" For sweet to Me thine every word, 

"Thy countenance most fair* !" 

BBIDEaBOOM. 

15. Take us the little foxes hence ^, 
Lest they destroy our vineyard's 

fence, 
For flowers the vines now yield. 
Bbide. 16. For me is my Beloved alone, 

Since I am His *, Who feeds His own 
'Mong lilies ' of the field ; 

• 17. Till breathe the bright and glad- 
some day, 
And every shadow flee away ^ ; 

Turn then, and at the mom 
Like to a kid do Thou appear, 
my Beloved, or nimblest deer, 
O'er Bether'smountains borne**! 
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* He calls the soul which is perfect in virtue a dove, 
that is, spiritual and filled with the Holy Ghost. 

* By the rock He intends a godly faith and true confes- 
sion. Comp. Matt. xvi. 16. 

3 For 1 recognize My beauty in thee, and hear thy voice, 
adorned with My words. 

* The Bridegroom here addresses His servants. By the 
little foxes He typifies heretics, who assault the souls that 
are in the Church, and craftily and deceitftdly seek to 
steal away those who are not firm in the faith. For these, 
by the plausibility of their words, and the snares and intri- 
cacies of their arguments, deceiving the simpler sort, spoil 
the vines. Wherefore He exhorts those who have received 
the gift of teaching to hunt after such, and catch them 
by the reproof of truth, and thus preserve the flowering 
vines from their mischief. 

* For since He has preferred me to all, so do I set Him 
above all, and endure not to be joined to another. I de- 
test the mention of foxes and their wickedness. For it is 
imnatural for me, who have been so loved and made worthy 
of such great things, not to make an equal return to Him 
Who loves me, according to the utmost of my power. Comp. 
1 Cor. vi. 13. Phil. iii. 7, 8. Gal. ii. 20. Rom. viu. 35. 
Gal. vi. 14. 

« He had already called Himself, after His human 
nature, the lily of the valleys, and the Bride, the lily among 
thorns ; and here the very pasturage with which He feci 
His flock is called lilies, so ftdl is it of sweetness. 

"f Until approach that future bright and cloudless day, 
and all present things, which are the shadows of good 
things to come, disappear; in which day the Good Shep- 
herd will make His flock lie down in eternal rest. 

* Comp. ch. viii. 14. 

D 3 
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f^' 1. I sought upon my couch by night 
Him, in Whom takes my soul delight ; 
I sought, but found Him not ' ; 

2. Now will I rise, the city great 
Go through, in every open street 

My soul's Beloved search out. 

3. I sought, but found Him not ! The 

guards 
Discovered me, the city- wards. 

Who nightly go their roimd ; 
" Sawye my soul's Beloved ? " said I *: 
When scarcely had I passed them by, 

My soul's Delight I found ; 
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1 Oftentimes God, exercising the souls of the righteons, 
suffers them to fall into divers temptations ; and at one 
time grants at their request deliverance, and at another 
delays the gift, contriving in all ways the profit of those 
who delight in Him. Comp. Fs. xiii. 1 — 3. 2 Cor. xii. 
7—9. 

> The holy Angels foirnd me, who guard and go about 
the city, of whom I inquired, if they had beheld His nature, 
that l^ey might teach it me. But because the nature of 
the Bridegroom is incomprehensible to them, therefore 
they gave no answer to my inquiry, teaching me by th^ 
ralence, that He could not be comprehended by them — ^the 
Uncreated by the creature; and I passed from them, 
seeking Him whom I desired. But scarcely had I passed 
from them, when I found Him whom my som loved. / held 
Him, It was but a little that I had gone over in my mind 
the creature, and even the angelical nature, that I might 
find the Uncreated, my Beloved, as my Great Well-doer, 
when I possessed Him by fidth alone. For hastening over 
all things that are, and convinced by experience, that He, 
who is the cause of all, is above all, and is not seen sub- 
stantially by any nature sensible or intelligent, being 
super-substantial, therefore passed I by all things, seek- 
ing to bring into my house the Bridegroom much dedred. 
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4. I held, and would not let Him go, 
Until my mother's house into, 

The bridal feast to share, 
I brought Him, — to the chamber led, 
Adorned with the marriage-bed. 

By her, who did me bear *. 

f5. Daughters of Salem, Virgin-train, 
Who follow, you I charge again, — 

By oath enjoin you still, 
*Mong the gazelles and sylvan roes. 
Cease not to stir up from repose 

Love, while He so doth will ". 
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^ I did not cease to seek my Beloved, nntil I brought 
Him to dwell in the mind, which is, as it were, the house 
of that Mother, the Cause of all things, the Wisdom of 
God ; for, as containing this wisdom, it may be so likened ; 
— and again into her chcmher, as having, in a figure, the 
hidden treasures of this wisdom laid up in it. Which 
Wisdom conceived me, as having a good will towards me, 
before the foundation of the world, therefore for me she 
assumed a nature perfectly human, which is my all (ro 

•KOOf), 

Or, the second, third, and fourth verses may be inter- 
preted thus : The dty may mean the Church ; the streets 
and waifS, the Holy Scriptures ; the keepers of the city, 
the holy prophets and Apostles, of whom the pious soul 
inquires, seelmig a Divine response, after whom she finds 
the Bridegroom, surrounded by attendants and guards; 
and the Mothei^s hotise and chamber may mean the hea- 
venly Jerusalem, ** which is the Mother of us all/' 

3 She lays this oath again on them, purposing to in- 
flame them with tlie love of the Bridegroom. See ch. ii. 7. 
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COMPANIONS OF THE BEIDE. 

Who now is this approaching near, 
That comes from out the desert drear *, 

Like smoke ascending high*, 
Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense ' 
All powders sweet exhaUng thence, 

Which merchants' stores supply ? 



7. The bed of Solomon* behold, 
Around it sixscore champions bold. 

Valiants of Israel ; 

8. All holding swords, in war expert, 
With falchion each on thigh begirt. 

Night-terrors to dispel *. 
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> As when beholding the Bridegroom, after the victory 
over the devil and the abolition of death, returning to 
heaven, they exclaim with amazement, " Who is this King 
of Glory?'' and learn that it is "the Lord strong and 
mighty, even the Lord mighty in battle ;" and, desirous of 
learning it more perfectly, again inquire, " Who is this 
King of Glory ?" and hear that " the Lord of hosts. He is 
the King of Glory ;" so now, amazed at the beauty of the 
Bride, they say, " Who is this that cometh out of the wil- 
derness P" They intend by the wilderness human nature, 
because of its former ungodliness. 

* Comp. Rom. xiL 1. 

• Incense, it is well known, was offered to God under 
the law of Moses, and with myrrh the bodies of the dead 
are anointed. Amazed therefore at the beauty of the 
Bride, they signify by these names that she is both sweet- 
smelling and comparable to the smoke of incense, because 
she worships both the Humanity and the Divinity, be- 
lieving in His death, and confessing His eternal existence. 
Therefore above all powders of the merchant, they admire 
her myrrh and frankincense. For she has also other vir- 
tues which she collects &om Holy Scripture, as it were 
from the stores of a merchant, but her choicest are myrrh 
and frankincense^ that is, the knowledge of the Divinity 
and Humanity. 

♦ By the bed of Solomon we understand the Holy Scrip- 
tures, for in them the Bride, as it were, reclines together 
with the Bridegroom, and thus they hold intercommunion. 

* These guardians of the bed from the attacks of ene- 
mies carry two swords, one on the thigh, another in the 
hand; one, the word of reproof, the other hidden and 
mystical ; the former ready in hand, the latter within the 
scabbard. 
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9. King Solomon a chariot * made 

Of wood, from Lebanon's * deep glade ; 
10. Its pillars' silver bright, 

Its back of gold ; the seat * above 
Of purple ; in the midst borne Love, 
For Salem's daughters' sight. 



BBIDE. 

11. Go forth now, Sion's daughters fair. 
And see King Solomon appear 

With crown *, His mother placed 
Upon Him on His nuptial day. 
When that His heart with bridal glee 

Its full desire possessed *. 



9 — 11.] THE SONG OF SONGS. 29 



1 By the chariot, we are to uiiderstand the holy Apos-« 
ties, who hear the Lord's Name before the Gentiles, and 
Kings, and the children of Israel. See Acts ix. 15. 2 Cor. 
xiii. 3. The prophet Hahakknk also calls them " horses." 
Hab. ill. 8. 15. 

• The Holy Scriptures often call by the name of Leba- 
non Jerusalem and the people of the Jews. Since there- 
fore the blessed Apostles derived their origin from them, 
the chariot is appropriately said to be constructed of the 
wood of Lebanon. 

3 We find the Apostles Peter, James, and John called 
pillars. Gal. ii. 9. 

^ The seat signifies the evangelical preaching, on which 
the Divine Word rests. 

• Oo forth (for it is impossible to see Him, unless we 
ffo forth from the things of this life) and see the Ki-ng 
crovoned with love. 

• By Jffis mother she intends Judea, after His human 
nature, who involuntarily gave Him this crown, for she 
to dishonour Him crowned Him with thorns, but He by 
the thorns received the crown of love. For He sponta- 
neously underwent the dishonour, and approached a willing 
suffering. Therefore she called ft the day of Sis espousals, 
and the day of the gladness of Sis heart. For on that 
day was the communion of marriage. For "after supper" 

gie says) " He took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
e brake it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, Take, eat 
ye all of it, for this is My Body, which is broken for you 
unto the remission of sins. Do this in remembrance of 
Me." They therefore that eat the members of the Bride- 
groom, and drink His blood, obt^ the nuptial communion 
with Him. 
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BBIDEaBOOM. 



Chap. 1. How fair. My Love, how fair art 

IV. 1 

tnou ; 

Thine eyes a dove-like beauty show \ 

Within what more lies hid ' ! 

Thy hair, upon thy neck which flows. 

Is like a flock of goats, that browse 

On Gilead's mountain-side ! 



2. Thy teeth as flocks of sheep new 

shorn. 
From washing which go up, twin- 
bom 
Are all, not one alone * ; 

3. Thy lips are like a scarlet wreath ; 
And every accent, which they 

breathe. 
Sweetness itself in tone *, 



1-3.] 
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^ He calls them c^ove'^ eyes, commending their spiritual 
vision, for they look not at things pertaining to sense, but 
seek those things that are above, where (as St. Paul says) 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 

^ Absque eo, quod infrinsecus latet» Vulg. 

' Thy teeth are so clean, so free from all excessive dis- 
putation, jesting, foolish talking, lying, and obscenity, that 
they are Uke to shorn flocks which come up from the pool, 
having put off what is superfluous. And I think that the 
Bridegroom intimates by the shorn flocks those who by 
baptism have cut off* sin, and are cleansed (as St. Pai^ 
says) with the washing of water by the word. Eph. v. 26. 
Moreover, all these flocks bear twins, and there is none 
barren among them, for I liken thee not to those who 
after saving baptism run again into wickedness, but who 
keep the grace given to them, and bring forth the two- 
fold virtue of contemplation and of action. 

* For they have received colour from My blood, and put 
forth words of truth, which captivate and bind the hearers 
as by a fillet, for thy comely speech enchants and over- 
comes them, and suffers them not to depart, but compels 
them to adhere to thy lips. 



F. 2 
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As sKce of a pomegranate fair, 
Thy cheeks unveiled now appear ; 
Like David's tower in sight 
4. Thy neck, with bulwarks raised*, and 
hung 
Bound it a thousand bucklers strong, 
All arms of men of might '. 



5. Thy two breasts', like twin fawns be 

they, 

6. Feeding 'mong lilies *. Till the day * 

Breathe soft, and shadows grow, 
1*11 to the mount of myrrh repair, 

7. And hill of frankincense * : aU fair. 

My Love, and spotless thou' ! 
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* As a tower biult by Dcmd overtops all battlements on 
wbich it is constructed, and is lofty and conspicaoos, so 
thy neck is lofty and erect, regarding and contemplating 
things above. 

* Thy neck, which sustains thy head and fece, possesses 
all the doctrines of others, figuratively called arms, by 
wliich thou overcomest all adversaries. It has also many 
shields, with which thou art protected, and dost quench 
the fiery darts of the Wicked one. For thou art clad in 
the armour of the Spirit, and having all the weapons of 
the mighty, easily woundest those who are thine enemies ; 
sometimes rebuking them by Prophets and sometimes by 
Apostles, and exposing their weakness. 

' By breasts we understand, as before (ch. i. 2), the 
fountains of doctrine, which minister suitably to every 
period of growth, to some yielding milk, to others supply- 
ing solid food, and therefore he likens them to fa/ums, 
since (as St. Paul says) " now we know in part, but then 
shall we know even as we are known." 

* These also he says are feeding among lilies, that is, 
they partake of odoriferous herbs, which is the t^hing of 
the Spirit. 

* That is, this laborious Hfe; and the shadows move, 
things present, which, as has been said, are compared to 
shadows. 

* Since (He says) thou art so lovely, and fair, and ex- 
cellent in beauty, and art so penetrated with love towards 
Me, I will submit Myself to death for thee, and will go to 
the mount of myrrh. But I will rise again, and return to 
the hill of frankincense. For we have before remarked, 
that by myrrh is signified death, and by frankincense the 
Divine nature. 

' She became spotless and fair throujifh her proximity 
to the Bridegroom, and receiving flashes from thence was 
made brilliant with His light. Comp. Eph. v. 27. 

E 3 
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8. From Liban come, Spouse, with Me, — 
Come now from Libanus, and see — 

Yea, gaze thou all aromid 
From Amana, the Kons' lair — 
Shenir and Hermon's top— from where 

The panthers wild are found '. 

9. My heart hast thou enravishfed, 
My Sister, Spouse, — hast captive led 

With that one glance of thine — 
One chainlet on thy neck which flows * I 
10. How fair thy breasts. My Sister', 
Spouse, — 
How fair thy breasts from wine * ; 
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1 These words seem to correspond with those of Fs. xly. 
10: ''Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline 
thine ear ; forget also tibine own people, and thy Other's 
house ; so shall the King have pleasure in thy heauty : for 
He is thy Lord." Comp. Tit. iii. 3—6. 

3 Both thine eyes are indeed admirable and spiritual, 
and to be called like dove's, but that one amazes Me which 
contemplates Divine things, whidi is skilled in researches 
of God, and sees the hidden mysteries. And I wonder at 
all the ornaments of tTiy neck, by which He intimates the 
practical virtues, since the neck, bearing the yoke of the 
Divine comman^ents, draws and cuts through the fur- 
rows of righteousness. I praise then indeed aJl the orna- 
ments of virtue that shine on thy neck, but exceedingly 
admire and am amazed at one ; and being struck with the 
beauty of that one ornament, and of that eye contem- 
plating things Divine, I am ravished with thy love. Let 
us inquire what is that ornament round the neck which 
excels every other, and learn from St. Paul, that there 
<' remaineth faith, hope, and charity, these three ; but the 
greatest of these is charity " (1 Cor. xiii. 13) ; and again, 
** Love is the fulfilling of the law'' (Bom. xiii. 10) ; and 
elsewhere, ** All the law and the prophets hang on this. 
Thou shfdt love God with all thy heart, and thy neighbour 
as thyself" (Matt. xxii. 37 — 40). This chainlet therefore 
of the Bride, the Bridegroom admires. And He admires 
also one of her eyes, without despising the other, for He 
had already praised both, but sets the contemplation of 
things intelligent as more excellent than the knowledge 
of things pertaining to the sense. 

3 He calls her Sister, as clothed with the same nature, 
after His humanity. Bom. viii. 29. Matt, xxviii. 7. 10. 

* LXX. For from the spiritual wine and sacramental 
Clip thy breasts derive more beauty. 



36 THE SONG OF SONGS. [iV. 



And 'bove all spice the odour from 

11. Thine ointments ! As the honeycomb 

Thy lips, Spouse, distil ; 
Honey and milk are 'neath thy tongue ^ ; 
The perfume, from thy garments * flung, 

As frankincense' sweet smell ' ! 

12. A garden, which high walls enclose— 
A garden shut. My Sister, Spouse, 

Art thou — a fountain sealed * ; 

13. Thy beauteous plants in number rise 
To a pomegranate-paradise. 

Which precious firuits doth yield ^ 

14. Henna with spikenard, saflfron fair, 
Sweet cane and cinnamon are there, 

All trees of Libanus ; 

15. Myrrh, aloes, spices best of smell ; 
A garden-fountain, and a well, 

Which living streams diffuse. 
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1 The hon&^eombs, borne on the lips of the teachers of 
the Church, are the Holy Scriptures, which contain bees, 
producing both wax and honey, to wit, the holy Prophets 
and Apostles, for they, flying through the pastures of the 
Holy Spirit, and, as it w^*e, constructing for us the comb 
of tne Holy Scriptures, and filling it with the honey of 
doctrine, yield to us profit. The letter, indeed, is like the 
comb, but the sense to the honey which is hidden in it. 
The ]ips of godly teachers distil the drops of this honey ; 
and milk also flows from their tongue to those who n^ed 
milk. 

' The Bridegroom EQmself is made the garment of the 
Bride ; as St. Paul says, " As many as have been baptized 
into C^iirist, have put on Christ." But the Bridegroom is 
both the Eternal God and man, bom in these last days of 
the Blessed Virgin, and remaining what He was. He as- 
sumed what is ours, and clothed i£e before-naked Bride. 

s For she had put on Christ, Who is both God and 
man, and frankincense is a symbol of the Divinity, for 
under the old law it was offered to God. 

* He calls her a garden, as bearing not one firdt only 
of godliness and virtue, but many and various; and «n- 
closed, as being fenced round and not exposed to plots, 
for " the gates of hell" (He says) ** shall not prevail against 
it." Also she is a fountain seaded, for these streams are 
not open to all, but only to the worthy. 

* All these. He says, hast thou sent and offered Me in 
the time of marriage. And first He mentions the pwradise 
of pomegranates, which also is not without other fruit- 
trees. I think that the pomegranate figuratively means 
charity, since under one husk many grains lying together 
and united to each other do not press or corrupt one 
another, but are kept sound, that there be no decay in the 
middle. 
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BEiDE. 16. Tea, floods from Libanus that flow * . 
Hence, north wind ! come, thou 
south ^, and blow 
Upon my spice-beds sweet, 
Their fragrance to shed forth ; and 

move 
Into His garden Him I love. 
Its pleasant fruits to eat. 



BBIDEaBOOM. 

CiiAP. 1. Into My garden ' have I sped. 

My Sister, Spouse, have gathered 

My myrrh with spices fair ; 
My bread with honey there have eat. 
My wine have drimk from vessels set, 
My milk is also there ; 



V. ..] 
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^ For not only does she contain the eyangelical doc- 
trine, flowing clearly, but the well of the law, which is a 
well of living water, having indeed its streams hidden, 
but rushing, and making a noise, and flowing from Liba- 
nus. For in Jerusalem flourished the dispensation of the 
law, which figuratively is cuUed Ltb<mus, And this weU 
flowed forth to the Bride of the Lord, the Church, and it 
is hidden, but borne along with a rushing noise, and waters 
thjB paradise of the Church. 

a « Veni, Creator Spiritus," &c. 

^ I am come into My ga/rden, which thou hast presented 
to Me, and gathered first My myrrh, that is, which I had 
planted in thee. For I first underwent death for thee, and 
so thou desiredst to die and be buried together with Me, 
for thou art buried with Me by baptism into death, and 
hast mortified th^ members which are on the earth. I 
ha/oe gathered, therefore, Mv myrrh with My spices, and 
have received the fruit of the other virtues which thou 
hast learnt frt)m Me. I have eaten also My bread with 
My honey, solid and sweet food, which is found with the 
perfect. I have drunk My wine* Rightly He adds the 
pronoun My, for He is ** the true Vine," from which this 
wine has been drawn; with My milk, for He will not 
exclude the infimts, and such, as it were, that suck the 
breasts and are fed with milk, but receives fruit propor- 
tionably from them, and being kind, invites His friends 
to the feast. 



40 THE SONG OF SONGS. [v. 

Furnished are all things for the 

feast; 
Come, then, O friends, and eat the 
best, 
Take of our banquet part ; 
Drink with us, O companions dear, 
Yea, be inebriate with our cheer ' ! 
BRIDE. I sleep, but wakes my heart*. 

2. It is the voice of Him I love. 
Knocking : " My Sister, Spouse, My 

Dove, 

" Open, My Spotless One, 
" To Me ; for filled My head with dew, 
*' My locks the mists of night * imbue 

"Withmoisturedroppingdown." 

3. My robe have I put off me here. 
How shall I re-attired appear — 

My feet have washed, how them 

4. Shall I besoil * P He, Whom I love, 
His hand did through the crevice 

move, 
My bowels stirred for Him ; 
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1 He bids them not only to drink, but to he drunken, 
for it is a drunkenness which produces wisdom and not 
foll}^ not enfeebling the members, but strengthening 
them. Comp. Ps. xxiii. 5 ; xxxvi. 8. 

2 For, although by nature I am compelled to shut my 
eyes and receive sleep, yet I watch with my mind and 
receive not the sleep of doth, waiting for the coming of 
the Bridegroom (comp. Matt. xxiv. &), wherefore! hear 
Him knocking. 

' By the niffht He signifies the uprisdng of the Jews 
against Him, which was in the night; and by the dew 
and drops His three days' death. As, therefore (He says), 
I underwent death for thee, and suffered these things on 
thy account, open to Me, and receive Me, for I love thy 
spiritual beauty and perfection in virtue, and therefore 
call thee, " My Sister, My Spouse, My Dove, My Spotless 
One !" 

* But indeed the Bridegroom did not require this, for it 
is not His will, that having put off the old man, she should 
put him on again ; nor that she should again defile those 
feet that have been washed by His holy hands, but open 
to Him, without labour and defilement, the door either of 
the ear or eye, so that either by knowledge or hearing the 
Bridegroom may enter in and dwell in holy souls. And 
because she delayed, using these excuses, the Bridegroom 
rouses her in another way, not only knockUig from without, 
but thrusting His hand through some opening. By the 
hand we understand the sense of touch, and His Divine 
energy, which when she perceived, she exclaimed, **My 
Beloved put forth His hand," &c. 
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5. I rose for my Beloved to ope, 

And choicest myrrh my hands did 
drop, — 
My fingers liquid myrrh '; 

6. The bolt I drew for my BdoTed, 
But He had tamed, and was remoTed ; 

Melted my sonl to hear 

The words He spoke: Him then I 

sought, 
But could not find; I called, but 
nought 
For answer did He make. 

7. Found me the watch, the city round 
Who go, they struck me and did 

wound, 
My veil the sentries take. 

8. I charge you, Salem's daughters, well, 
If my Beloved ye find. Him tell, 

By Love I'm wounded sore ^, 
DAvon- 9. What above all beloved is thine, 

TEU8 01' , * , 

jRttUHA- Fairest of women, — what His sign, 
Us so thou dost adjure * P 
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^ For I am endued with perfect mortification, even to 
the extremest points (myrrh being a symbol of death). 
But having opened the door, I observe my Beloved running 
from me, and refusing to enter. I, however, spell-bound, 
and hanging on His sacred words, persevere in seeking Him, 
nor cease from calling and continually crying out* Yet 
He hears not, nor deigns me worthy of an answer. But I, 
going about and seeking my Beloved, fall in with the in- 
habitants and keepers of the city, and they not only out- 
raged and struck me, but inflicted wounds, and took away 
my veil. By the keepers of the walls and watchmen of 
the city, I think the Bride may intend the magistrates, 
rulers, and potentates who formerly opposed the Spouse of 
God, and smote, and tortured, and delivered to death, the 
victorious martyrs, laying naked their souls, and stripping 
the body from their souls, as it were a thin veil. For they, 
longing for the Bridegroom, and preaching Him every 
where, in cities, fields, and remotest places, endured all 
these things. We learn therefore i&om what has been 
said, to lay aside all sloth, and to open instantly to the 
Bridegroom knocking, lest if He depart, we be compelled 
to wander in all directions, seeking Him whom we desire. 

* For ofbtimes the Bridegroom appears to the imperfect 
and to babes, accommodating Himself to their weakness, 
and exhorting them to perfection. Therefore she binds 
the maidens by an oath, that if they find her Beloved 
they tell Him what love she has for Him, and that she is 
wounded with the choice arrow of Love. 

' The maidens know not the name of the Bridegroom, 
for as yet they are imperfect, and ignorant of the depth 
of mysteries. 
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I 



10. Ruddy of countenance, and white * 
Is my BelovM, chief in sight 

'Mong myriads is His mien *; 

11. His head ' is like the finest gold, 
Whence are His locks, in gathered fold. 

Black * as the raven seen. 



12. His eyes like dove's o'er swelling stream *, 
Fresh bathed in milk, that resting seem 

On aU perfection pure •; 

13. His cheeks, as spice-beds sweet and 

soft; 
Lilies His lips ^, distilling oft 
Eich drops of liquid myrrh *. 
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1 White, though ruddy. For God always was, and was 
made man, not laying aside what He was, nor converted 
into man, but putting on human nature. Therefore He 
is white, as God ; for what is brighter than light ? and 
** He is the true light,*' according to the woids of the 
Gk)spel, John i. 9. Yet is He not only white, but ruddy ; 
for He is not only God but man, for red signifies earthly. 
See Isa. Ixiii. 1, 2. 

* For the Krst-fruits excels all nature, for "He did no 
sin, neither was guile found in His mouth," therefore was 
He offered a spotless sacrifice for the whole race. For 
which cause the God of all proclaims by Isaiah the 
Prophet, saying : " Behold My Servant, whom I uphold. 
Mine elect, in whom My soul delighteth," &c. Well, 
therefore, does the Bride call her Beloved, white and 
ruddy, the chief est among ten thousands ; for it became 
Him who bare our sins, which were red like crimson, and 
were as scarlet, to be, and to be called, red, 

' That is. His Divinity ; for " the Head of Christ is 
God." ICor.xi. 3. 

^ They are called hlaxik, that by the depth and ob- 
scurity of the colour may be symbolized the inscrutable- 
ness of the Dispensations. 

' This reminds us of that Dove, that descended on Him 
in Jordan. For His eyes are always looking on the supply 
of Baptism, waiting for those who should be saved, and 
desiring the salvation of all. 

• For those, who have imperfect faith, and approach not 
with a sincere faith. He does not receive. Such was 
Simon, who was baptized, but counted unworthy of grace, 
he being not perfect, but wanting, not having the per- 
fection of faith. 

^ By the cheeks and lips are int^ded doctrine. 

■ That is, they inculcate mortification in this present 
life. Matt. x. 37, 38. Luke ix. 26. 

F 3 
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14. His hands with polished rings bedight 
Of gold, inlaid with chrysolite * ; 

As ivory His chest, 
Laid upon stone of sapphire fair *; 
Id. His legs like marble piUars are, 

On plinths of gold that rest '; 

His stature is like Lebanon, 
16. Princely as cedars * ; sweet in tone. 

His accents all surpass *; 
In Him doth every beauty blend * ; 
This my Beloved, and This my Friend, 

Jerusalem's fair race ! 
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* By hands are intended practical virtue, which He 
prosecutes with all fitness; polishing, as it were, and 
directing every action. 

' For the depth of His mysteries and the storehouse of 
His knowledge, where ** are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge,'' are an ivory chest to those who are 
worthy of the revelation. But they are incomprehensihle 
to nature, therefore is it said to he on a sapphire stone, 
which signifies the hidden depth of things Divine.- 1 Cor. 
li. 9, 10. Eph. iii. 5. 

8 His constancy, stability, fixedness, and perpetuity are 
indicated by the marble pillars, and their plinths or 
sockets are called golden, as setting forth the glory of 
these things. 

* By the cedcir is intended His human nature, which 
received not the taint of sin. For among trees the cedar 
IB incorruptible. 

* For what is sweeter than the Divine Oracles? 
PS. cxix. 103 and xix. 10, 11. John vii. 46. 

* For being at last at a loss for other pnuse, she desig- 
nates Him by one general name ; for, she says, why do I 
any longer describe each particular beauty ? He is altogether 
attractiveness, drawing and compelling all to love, and in- 
flaming with desire not only those who see, but those who 
hear. Having said thus, she addresses the maidens in 
these words : ** This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend, 
O daughters of Jerusalem!" Consider then your oath, 
and be not negligent, but seek Him, and tell Him my 
desire. They, therefore, having learnt the tokens of the 
Bridegroom, again question and inquire where He is goue^ 
and whither turned aside. 
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DAXjaHTEBS OP JEBITSALEM. 

^^^^' 1. Wluther is thy Belovfed gone, 
Of women thou fairest one, — 
Where thy Beloved fled, 
2. That we too Him may seek P [beide.] 
Removed 
Into His garden my Beloved, 

'Mong spice-beds there to feed, 

I 3. And lilies cull*; I all will be 

i For my Beloved, and He for me ^, 

Who 'mong the lilies feeds ! 
BBiDE- 4^ Beauteous art thou. My Love, and 
dear ', 
Fair as Jerus'lem ; strike with fear, 
As troops arrayed, thy deeds *. 



i<% 
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1 For He feeds all the Churches, and delights in the spico- 
beds, which have obtained a sweet fragrance ; and those 
who imitate the beauty of the Bride, and become lilies. He 
collects, and joins them to the Bride. 

^ For I hang upon Him, and have given mys^ up to 
Him. For as He has preferred me to the whole world, 
and joined me to Himself, and has tnmed my age into 
youth, my pove»ty to riches, and my deformity to beauty, 
and has healed my wounds putrid and stinking, and filled 
me with sweet odours, therefore I say, " I am my Be- 
loved's, and my Beloved is mine V* 

* The Bridegroom hearing these words of the Bride, 
and pitying her thus languishing fcnr Him, and showing 
herself day and night, and inquiring for Him, and prais- 
ing His beauty, manifests Himself to her, saying, '* Thou 
art beautiful. My Jjoyb" &c. 

* That is, the Jerusalem which is above. Thou art like 
to her. My Love, for thou dost imitate the angelical life, 
and set thy mind on things in heaven ; and, though thou 
walkest in the flesh, dost not war after the fiesh, and 
pressest toward the mark, the prize of the high csJling, 
and seekest the things that are above, where I sit at the 
light hand of God. Therefore thou art fair as Jerusalem; 
and not fair only, but strikest torror on thy beholders, for 
nothing disorderly, nothing doubtful, nothing confused is 
with thee, but all things are well ordered and constituted, 
for thou understandest well the right order of things, who 
hast learnt to prefer the Bridegroom above all^ and with 
Him those that are near to Him. 
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6. freely turn thine eyes on Me, 
For hither they have made Me flee *, 

With veil no longer hid*; 
Thy hetir, upon thy neck which flows. 
Is like a flock of goats, that browse 

On Gilead's mountain-side. 



6. Thy teeth as flocks of sheep new shorn, 
From washing which go up, twin-bom 

Are all, not one alone ; 

7. As slice of a pomegranate fair ^ 
Thy cheeks unveilM now appear ', 

In their fuU beauty shown. 
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1 LXX. 

* Comp. ch. iy. 1, &c. He does not, however, merely 
and without caose repeat the praises of the Bride, but ro- 
mmds her of her former beauty, and exhorts her to pre- 
serve it secure, and to receive no spot ; for consider, says 
He, what thou wast and what I did for thee, and the 
time when I was gracious unto thee and bestowed on thee 
such beauty ; and keep it perfect unto the end. 

' Absque occuUia tuis, Vulg. 
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8. What though there threescore queens 
may be, 
Yea, fourscore concubines with Me, 

And virgins all untold ' ; 
My dove, My undefiled is one, 
Her mother else made choice of none, — 
Would none so dearly hold *• 
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1 We have been taught that there are many and divers 
orders of the godly. See John xiv. 2. Matt. xxv. 15. 
By the Bride, thei«fore, we nnderstand sonls perfect in all 
wisdom and virtne, which solely for love of the Bride- 
groom undergo all the labours of virtue and choose to do 
and suffer aU things. Such was St. Fbul (Rom. viii. 38, 
39). But there are others, who are, as it were, mercena- 
ries, who, for the desire of good things to come, continue 
to endure toils for virtue. These I judge to be here called 
queens, as desiring the kingdom, and choosing for its sake 
to bear the labours of godliness. Moreover, there are others 
who have not yet attuned to Hberty, and are willing to 
serve and obey the Divine law through fear of hell. These 
I understated to be called concubines, for to them also is 
the Bridegroom united, being made all things to all men. 
Again, there are others living together in idleness, who 
are neither possessed with the love of the Bridegroom, 
nor drawn by the desire of the kingdom, nor stimulated 
by the fear of hell, but who do things carelessly, yet 
having firm faith, and keeping sound the doctrines of god- 
liness, and turning from every heretical and strange doc- 
trine, though living slothAilly, appear sometimes to be 
regardful of themselves, and then again to fall back into 
indifference ; now to be sinners, and now to shed the tears 
of penitence. These the Bridegroom here calls virgins; 
and since they are more numerous than the queens and 
concubines. He says, and virgins without number, not 
merely because they are too many to be counted, but 
because they are unworthy of being numbered. 

3 This one is dearer to her mother than the threescore 
and fourscore, for she has for her mother the holy laver, 
the Jerusalem which is above, who, although she has 
borne those, yet prefers this one above all, and makes 
her the elect daughter. Therefore they *' behold, and bless 
her," &c. 
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9. The daughters saw her, and did bless, 

The queens and concubines confess, 

And thus her praises cite : 

10. *^Whonowisthifl,thatlookethforth, 

"Like Mom approaching on the 

earth, 

*^ Fair as the moon, and bright 

" As risen sun ; inspiring fear, 
" Such as when serried ranks appear 
" Of troops with lifted sign P" 
BEiDB. 11. To the nut-garden * I went down, 
To see how much the vale-plants 
g^own, 
If flourished the vine, 

And budded the pomegranates 
there ^. 
12, My soul, or yet I was aware. 
Made me on chariots free. 
As of Aminadab, be borne *. 
OF THE 13 Turn back, OShulamite*, turn, turn. 



BBIDE- 
OBOOM. 



That we may gaze on thee. 
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> By the nut-fforden we understand this present life, 
which is hitter, and fiill of toil and lahonr, yet has within 
itself the hidden finiit of virtue. For the nut has an outer 
bitter skin and a shell hard and resisting, hut contains, 
notwithstanding, that which is eatable, laid up and hidden, 
as it. were, in a chamber, and not to be extracted without 
pains. 

* For in this life are some men, who figuratively are called 
vines, and some pomegranates, accordiBg to the different 
deeds of virtue. And there are some who bring forth love, 
and delight in concord, being joined together in mind like 
the grains of the pomegranate; and some cultivate for 
wine, worthy of the wine-presses of the Fathers, devoting 
themselves to contemplation. 

* We are here taught that the company of the godly, 
which Holy Scripture calls the Spouse, are not contented 
with their own salvation, neither think it enough that 
they have attained the wished-fbr marriage, but strive 
together with their whole desire to release all others from 
a state of unfruitfulness, that they may be rendered pro- 
ductive, and bear the firuit of virtue ; and in so doing, and 
carrying doctrine to other men, they go about on the 
chariots of Aminadab, that is, of a mUing people, 

^ So called from Solomon, for as in this Book our Lord 
is called Solomon, or the Peacefiil, so is His Bride, as having 
obtained peace from Him, and been delivered from her 
former warfare. The friends of the Bridegroom, there- 
fore, seeing her driven away> from these chariots, and 
engaged in conflict, animate her, saying, " Return, re- 
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BBIDEOBOOM. 

What see ye in the Shulamite ? 
As one whom in yictorions fight 

Praise do the festive choir. 
Chap. 1. How beautiful thy steps are seen * 

From feet' with sandals shod, O 
Queen, 

Oflfepring of royal sire * I 
Thy thighs * so finely moulded are. 
That they to bracelets may compare, 

Wrought by a master's hand ; 

2. Thy navel like a goblet round. 
Lacking not wine; a wheat-sheaf 

boimd 
Thy waist with lily-band * ; 

3. Thy two breasts* like twin fawns in 

sight, 

4. Thy neck as tower of ivory bright ', 

Thine eyes like pools appear 
In Heshbon, where through many a 

gate 
The channels flow in number great 

0/ waters deep and c\eaT*, 
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* CcHDp. Isa. fii. 7. Eph. vL 15. 

3 Before (ch. vi. 1) the Bridegroom prtused her, begin- 
ning from the upper parts of the Bride, but now com- 
mencing with her steps and sandals. He rises to the hair of 
her head. 

s Bom of the Holy Ghost. Comp. Ps. xlv. 10. 13. 

* By ihiffht He means fignratively the practical virtues, 
since malrifig progress by these, we do what we wilL The 
Bridegroom ther^ore admires the Bride, beginning at the 
practical, and proceeding upwards to the contemplative. 

' "The wheat and the wine refer to the nourishment of 
the Holy Sacraments which is found in the Church, and 
the UUes indicate the lovely purity of such nourishment." 
— Thrupp, 

* See ch. iv. 6. 

' For it has ceased to be black, and has been made 
white, by receiving My yoke, and is formidable to thine 
enemies as a tower, and lovely to thy friends for brightness. 

' €v mtXais Ovyarpos iroKKuv, LXX, and so all the 
Ancient Versions. The Bridegroom teaches that the sight 
of pious souls is as pools, receiving the Divine streams, and 
continually overflowing, and which, through mcMy gates, 
that is, months, receive these waters. For, from Moses 
and all the Prophets, and from the holy Evangelists and 
Apostles, and firom the teachers who fcdlowed after, they 
receive tiie streams of edification. 
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Thy nose like Liban's tower projects \ 
Whence toward Damascus still directs 

His look the sentinel '; 
5. Thy head on thee like Carmers top *; 
As royal purple folded up 

Thy tresses plaited well*. 



6. How beautiful — how sweet art thou, 
O best beloved, appearing now 

With all-alluring grace ! 

7. Thy stature like a palm-tree high, 
Thy breasts may with the clusters vie 

Of fruit for lusciousness ! 



8. This palm, I've said, wiU I climb up * — 
My hand shall grasp its highest top. 

And now Thy breasts shall be 
As clusters of the vine '; the smell, 
Which from Thy nostrils doth exhale. 
Sweet as the citron-tree ; 



6—8.] 
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X It is high and erect, as scentiiig sweet savour fh)m 
above, and deaving to the ointment of the Bridegroom. 
Therefore it is compared to a tower situate in lAhcmus. 

* Since the devil is transformed into an angel of light, 
according to St. Paul, and shapes himself like to spiritual 
ointment, therefore the nose of the Bride is erect and 
watchful, and directs itself toward Damcucus, lest, being 
deceived, she should lose the true ointment, and follow a 
lie and a deceiver, for Holy Scripture often puts Damascus 
for the Gentiles, and the ungodliness which there pre- 
vailed. Isa. viii. 8, 4. 

* i.e<.fruitM in all good things. Jer. ii. 7. 

* Before, her hair was loose, and likened to a flock of 
ffoats seen in Gilead, but now plaited, and not only plaited, 
but having received the wonderful dye, and like a king 
clothed in purple. For He indicates by the plait of the 
hair and the royal purple doctrine aptly and fitly put 
forth, and dipped in the blood of Christ. 

* The Bride, therefore, hearing these praises, and covered 
with so many encomiums, inflamed with love, interrupts, 
as it were, the Bridegroom thus. 

* For Thou art " the true Vine," from which the salu- 
tiferous wine is expressed into the spiritual wine-presses, 
from whence the inebriating cup is filled. 
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9. Savour Thy mouth as wine the best. 
Which, my Beloved, Thou givest to 
taste, — 
Both lips and teeth with cheer 

10. To feast upon \ I all will be 

For my Beloved, since such toward me 
Doth His desire appear ! 

11. Come, my Beloved, let us away 
Into the fields, there let us stay 

The villages about * ; 

12. Rise early to the vineyards fair. 
See if the vine doth flourish there. 

If the young layers sprout ', 

And blossoms the pomegranate-tree * ; 
There will I give my breasts * to Thee • ; 

13. The mandrakes yield their smell ' ; 
Stored at our gates are all things ' sweety 
Both new and old ^, for Thee made meet, 

Belovfed, to regale. 
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> All the Ancient Versions, Aquila and Synunachus. 

• The Bride persuades the Bridegroom to care for those 
mean and ahject souls, whom figuratively she calls the 
fields and the villages, for she does not say. Let us go 
into the city, but let us go into the fields, let us dwell in 
the villages. 

• Let us visit those who have lately received our 
preaching ; let us see those little ones, who nof only bear 
leaves but blossoms. Comp. Acts xv. 36. 

• Whether there be in any the beginning of love. 
» LXX. 

• " Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these, ye have done it unto Me.v" Matt. xxv. 40. 

' The mandrakes induce sleep, the physicians say. 
Since we are commanded to mortify our members which 
are upon the earth, not that we are to deliver them to 
death, but that we may exhibit them dead to evil motions, 
fitly has she introduced the mandrakes here, and said, 
"The mandrakes yield their smell," that is, men have 
begun to sleep from sin ; and as they who drink of the 
mandrake are not sensible of the motions of their bodies, 
so those who drink the cup of godly doctrine endeavour to 
put to sleep their passions. 

' But not only do the mandrakes yield their smell, but 
aU fruits are in our gates, for they bring forth all kinds 
who have received our dodoine. 

• For the commandments of the Old Testament and 
the precepts of the New, which I have received by the 
grace of the Spirit, these have I laid up and kept as an 
inviolate pledge for Thee. Matt. xiii. 52. 
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Vlll. 



Chap. 1. that Thou wert as brother mine. 
On the same breasts that did recline * I 

When foimd abroad I thus 
Might kiss Thee, and reproached not 

then ^, 
Would clasp, and bring Thee back 
again 
Into my mother's house ; 

There mightest Thou teaching me 

bestow ; 
And I would make the wine-cup flow 

With spices mixed for Thee * ; 
And the rich juice to be expressed 
From my pomegranate at the feast, 

There furnished by me ; 
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^ Thou, out of Thy great love to man, hast Thyself 
taken my nature, to suck the same breasts with me, that 
Thou mightest show in this Thy brotherhood. Thou 
suckedst, not as needing it, but to show me how I ought 
to suck, and from what paps to draw grace. See Heb. ii. 
14. 

• For, intoxicated with Thy love, not only in the house 
and inner chamber, but in the market-jdace and publicly, 
wherever I found Thee, I would rush into Thy embrace 
and kisses, nor should those who saw me doing this blame 
me for it, knowing the flame of my love. 

• "The sacramental wine, spiced with myrrh, the 
emblem of death, a wine associated with the memory of 
all our Lord*s mortal sufferings, and by which we show 
forth the Lord's death till He come."— 2%rMp^. 
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3. Beneath my head His left hand placed, 
And softly with His right embraced ! 

4. You, Salem's daughters, still 
Adjure I 'mong the hinds and roes, 
Cease not to stir up from repose 

Love, while He so doth will \ 



CHOBTJS OP VIEQINS. 

Who now is this approaching near, 
That comes from out the desert drear, 

Abounding in delight * ; 
Recumbent in her chariot seen 
On her Belovbd One to lean. 

Robed in apparel bright ^ ? 

BBIDEChBOOM. 

Under the citron-tree did I, 

Where once an outcast thou didst lie. 

Uplift thee and reclaim ; 
Thy mother was corrupted there, 
Defiled she who did thee bear 

In wretchedness and shame *. 
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> Comp. ch. ii. 7 and ill. 5> and notes there. 

• Delitiis (tffluens, Vulg. 

' \c\cvKay0t(r/i€n7, LXX. Comp. Rev. xix. 8. 

* Ihi corrupt a est mater tua, ibi violata estgenetrix tua, 
Vulg. Covof. Ps. li. 5. Ezek. xvi. 3, &c. 
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6. Me therefore as a seal impress 
Upon thy heart, as signet place 
Upon thine arm * ; for Love 
Is strong as Death, ruthless as Hell 
Is Jealousy, its fires prevail 

The mightiest flames above ; 



7. Quench cannot Love the ocean full, 
Nor wiU the floods its ardour cool * ; 

Though offer should a man 
All substance of his house for love, 
To hearts obdurate ^twould but prove 

Contemptible and vain ^. 



FBIENDS OP THE BBIDEGROOM. 

8, We have a little sister here, 
Whose breasts as yet do not appear. 

What for our sister do 
Must we, to suit when she should yield ? 

9. If she's a wall, we'll on her build 

Forts, that as silver glow ; 
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^ By the heaH He intends the contemplative, hy the 
arm the active power of the soul. Our Saviour, therefore, 
would have us impress Him for a seal in our thoughts and 
actions, and bear that mark of Him in all we say and do. 

2 Rom. viii. 35—38. 

• Such as are void and destitute of love despise Him, 
Who gives up all His substance for love (see 1 Cor. iv. 
12, 13); which, nevertheless, so far from extinguishes 
love, that it only renders it the more ardent. The Apostles, 
" being reviled did bless, being defamed did entreat, and 
were made as the filth of the earth, and the ofifscouring of 
all things unto this day." 
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And if a door, will her impale 

10. With cedar boards*, [bbidb.] I am a 

wall; 

My breasts upon it rise 
Like turrets fair, since I became 
As one found worthy of the name 

Of Salom in His eyes '. 

11. A vineyard in Belamon field 
Hath Solomon, which he doth yield 

To keepers \ who for gain 
A thousand silverlings bring in ; 

12. This vineyard also now is mine ; 

Thou, Solomon, obtain 
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* The holy Prophets under the Old Dispensation^ seeing 
the Spouse to be small in spiritual growth, and with con- 
cealed and imperfect breasts, and being, as it were, the 
match-makers and guides to the marriage, say thus among 
themselves r The King will hereafter take our sister for a 
Bride, but she is small and without breasts ; for she is not 
yet fruitfol, and can ndther yield the milk of doctrine nor 
solid food to those who need it. We must therefore con- 
sider what is to be done, since she is about to be united to a 
great King, and to be as a wall to £Qs house, protecting 
and preserving that which is within, and as a door which 
kBeigs what is laid up ; we will build as on this wall forts 
ofsiloer, that is, reasonable and brilliant in utterance, for 
" the words of the Lord are pure words, even as the silver 
which from the earth is tried, and purified seven times in 
the fire,'' so that, standing on these, she may cast darts on 
her enemies, and drive away those who conspire against 
her; and that as a door, we m&j fasten on her boards 
made of cedar, not receiving the corruption of sin, for 
the cedar is incorruptible wood. 

* For having foreknown and predestinated me that I 
should " seek peace and pursue it/' and pursuing apprehend 
it. He has called me Salom, or the Peaceful (see n. 4, p. 55), 
and made the wall unbroken and formidable to adversaries ; 
and my breasts, that is, moral and Divine teaching, He 
has raised on high and displayed them, resembling a tower, 
that from thence making war I may put down all the 
enemies of the Bridegroom. 

' By the vineyard is intended men devoted to godliness ; 
and by the keepers, the husbandmen and guardians of it, 
— ^those who exercise the sacred function of ministers, and 
are appointed both to water with spiritual doctrine and 
to protect. 
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[VUI. 



The thousand ; while two hundred more 
For those, its produce who watch o'er, 
It renders every year '. 
13. Thou, Who in gardens of Thy choice 
Dost dwell, the friends wait on Thy 
voice. 
Let me it also hear ' ! 



14. Come, my Beloved, no longer stay — 

come', to bear me hence away, 

That we may part no more ; 

Then as a kid rebound with me, 

Like a young hart exulting flee 

The hills of spices o'er ! 



13, 14.] THE SONG OF SONGS. 71 



1 "Amid all her work, the Church most diligently re- 
member that Christ will look for the fruits that belong to 
Him. But meanwhile she may also know that, for keep- 
ing the fruit of the vineyard, the ministers that labour in 
it will not go unrewarded, but will all receive their due 
recompense. It is this wMch the two hundred pieces of 
ffllver here represent. Comp. 1 Cor. iii. 8." — Thrupp. 

3 O my Espoused, who reposest in the intelligent and 
senfflble creature, as in gardens planted by Thy choice, 
others there are besides us, who gaze on Thee unchange- 
ably, as not partakers of the bondage of the body, the in- 
corporeal and angelical orders. But I, as bound with this 
fetter, am in fear of change, and therefore, hastening on 
Thy second Advent, beseech Thee to let me hear that 
much-desired voice of Thine : " Come, ye blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you." 

» Rev. xxii. 17. 20. 
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{Extract from St. Bebitabd's DUcourse jy. on this Book, 
Ch. 1, 3.) 

« There is, doubtless, a similitude between oU and the 
Name of the Bridegroom, nor was it without cause that 
the Holy Ghost compared them together. It consists, I 
tnay say, in a cert^ threefold quality of oil, namely, that 
it shines, feeds, and anoints, unless you know of a better 
parallelism ; it feeds flame, nourishes the flesh, and soothes 
grief; is light, food, and medicine. Observe the same 
now of the Name (^ the Bridegroom : being preached, it 
shines; meditated on, nourishes; invoked, soothes and 
anoints. Let us curs(»rily run over each. From whence, 
think you, in the whole world, sprang so great and sudden 
a light of fiuth but from the preadiing of Jesus P Did 
not God in the light of this Name call us to His own 
marvellous light, with which, being illuminated, and in 
that Light seeing light, St. Paul says truly (Eph. v. 8), 
' Te were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the 
Lord.' This Name the same Apostle was commanded to 



74 APPENDIX. 

bear before kings and the Gentiles, and the children of 
Israel (Acts ix. 15), and he bare it as a light, and en- 
lightened his country, and exclaimed every where (Kom. 
xiii. 12), ' The night is &r spent, the day is at hand : let 
ns therefore cast away the works of darkness, and let ns 
put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in 
the day.' And he showed to all the light on a candlestick, 
proclaiming in every place Jesus and Him crucified. How 
did that light hurst upon and dazzle the eyes of all 
beholders, when issuing, as lightning, from the mouth of 
Peter, it gave strength to the feet and ankle-bones of the 
lame man (Acts iii. 4), and illuminated many that were 
spiritually blind \ Did it not scatter fire when he said, 
* In the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and 
walk?' 

" But not only is the Name of Jesus light ; it is also 
food. Art thou not comforted as oft as thou remem- 
berest it ? What so nourishes the mind of him that 
meditates on it, what so restores the wearied senses, 
strengthens the virtues, gives gprowth to good and honest 
habits, cherishes chaste affection? Every food of the 
soul is dry if not moistened with this oil, insipid if not 
seasoned with this salt. If thou writest, it pleaseth me 
not unless I read there Jesus ; if thou disputest or con- 
ferrest, it has no power of persuasion with me unless Jesos 
is sounded there. Jesus is honey in the mouth, melody in 
the ear, jubilation in the heart. 

** But it is also medicine. Is any of you sad P Let 
Jesus come into his heart, and thence leap into his mouth ; ' 
and lo, at the risen Ught of this Name, every cloud is 
dispersed, and fur weather returns. Does any lapse into 
ain nay, moreover, rush into the very snares of death in 
flesperntion, will be not, if he calls on ttie ^am^ oi \5ft. 
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instantly rebreathe into life P In whom hath ever stood 
up before the face of this salutary Name hardness (too 
oommon) of hearty the torpor of sloth, rancour of feeling, 
languor of grief? In whom hath the fountain of tears, 
mayhap, been dried up, but on the invocation of Jesus, 
doth it not instantly burst forth more copiously and flow 
more fireely ? To whom, when alarmed and trembling in 
dangers, hath not this Name, when invoked, immediately 
afforded confidence and expelled fear P On whom, I ask, 
when tossed and agitated with doubts, hath not assurance 
suddenly beamed at the invocation of this excellent Name ? 
To whom, when despairing in adversity and at that instant 
lost, if the Name of help had sounded, hath courage been 
wanting ? Truly these are the diseases and sicknesses of 
the soul, that the medicine. Finally, one is at liberty to 
prove Him: 'Call upon Me,' says He, *in the day of 
trouble : I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me/ 
Notliing so restrains the impetuosity of anger, checks the 
swelling of pride, heals the wound of envy, restrains the 
flow of luxury, quenches the fire of lust, moderates the 
thirst of avarice, and expels the itching of all indecency. 
If only I name Jesus, I place before me a Man meek and 
lowly in heart, kind, sober, chaste, merciful, and, in short, 
eminent in all virtue and holiness, and the same God 
Almighty Himself, One who both heals me by His ex- 
ample and strengthens me with His help. All these things 
together sound to me when Jesus is sounded. I take to 
myself, therefore, examples from the Man and help from 
the Mighty One, those as a sort of unguent, this from 
whence I stimulate it, and make a confection, to which 
none can compound a medicine the like. 

" This electuary thou hast for thyself, O \k^ wss^>ss^^ 
up in the vessel of this word, vAsicVi \a 3e«vsa, w\vj5o&sst«"^ 
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iadeed, and which is never found ineffectual fbr any disease 
of thine. Let it be ever in thy bosom, ever in thy hand, 
whereby all thy senses and acts may be directed toward 
Jesus. Lastly, thou art invited: 'Place Me as a seal 
upon thy heart, as a seal upon thine arm.' But of this 
hereafter. Now, indeed, thou hast whence to heal thy 
arm and thy heart; thou hast, I say, in the Name of 
Jesus, from whence thou mayest either correct thy de- 
praved actions, or complete thy less perfect ones, and also 
either preserve thy senses lest they be oormpted, or if 
corrupted, heal them." 

Again, in Discourse xvi. : — " Oil, indeed, which, while 
it floats above all other liquids into which it is poured, 
aptly represents that Name which is above every name. 
O Name, above all sweet and precious ! O Name, above 
all illustrious, elect, transcendent, and exalted for ever t 
this is, indeed, the ' oil that makes cheerful the counte- 
nance of man ;' this is, indeed, the ' New Name which the 
mouth of the Lord hath named' (Isa.ixii. 2), 'which was 
named of the Angel before He was conceived in the womb.* 
(Luke ii. 21.) This not only the Jew, but whosoever shall 
call upon, shall be saved (Joel ii. 82), so widdy has it been 
poured out. This the Father hath given to ihe Son, the 
Bridegroom of the Church, our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
over all, God blessed for ever." 



St. Augustine also, in his "Confessions," 1. 3, c. 4, 
speaking of reading a book called " Hortensius," says ; 
" This alone checked me, thus enkindled, that the Name 
of Christ was not in it ; for whatsoever was without that 
Name, though never so learned, polished, or true, took not 
entire bold of me/* 
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To this may be sabjcnned the tdHomng Latin Hymn, 
ken from DanieFs "ThesauroB Hymndbgicns," vol. i. 
317. 



IBt fitmint Jfesit. 

Nomen jnre sublimatum, 
In excelsis adoratum, 
Nomen samnue glorise; 
Gabrieli revelatum, 
Et in terris nunciatnm 
Genetrici gratisB. 



HsBC octavo die natnm, 
Circamcisum more patram, 
Salvatorem nominat ; 
Universo publicatam 
Mimdo nomen hoc beatom 
Credentes salvificat. 



In hoc lucet Trinitatis 
Splendor atque Unitatis, 
Hoc coelum la)tificat ; 
In hoc Ailget honor Patris, 
In hoc patet decor matris. 
Hoc fratres glorificat. 
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Hoc. est nomen salotaro 
£t solamen nngfolare, 
Qnod succurrit tristibns ; 
Hoc DOS decet honorare, 
Benedicere, laudare 
Semper Intis mentibus. 



Hoc est melos praedicatum, 
Dulce mel est invocatnin, 
Servat ab msnltibus. 
Jubilus est co^tatum^ 
Nomen mire formidatum 
Malignis spiritibus. 



Ecce nomen gratiosnm, 
Fmctnosmn, virtnosum 
Prse cnnctis nominibus ; 
Vnltnm Dei gratiosnm, 
Speciosnm, amorosnm 
Ostendit bominibus. 



Nomen pulcbrmn in decore, 
Summe bonum in valore, 
Intus sapit dulciter; 
Summe potens in vigore^ 
Summe celsum in honore^ 
Delectat feliciter. 
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Ergp pastor animarum. 
Bone JESr^ et earum 
Lumen indeficiens. 
Propter nomen tnmn carum 
Tetmm chaos tenebrarum 
Obstrue nos muniens. 

O reformator cunctamm 
Nationum hmnananim. 
Vita mortem anferens ; 
Bestanrator ruinarom^ 
Virtutum angelicarom, 
Te ipsmn sis largiens ! 



TRANSLATION. 

<!^ tie flame of Jfe0U0. 

Nfame^ that of right exalted high. 
Is now adored beyond the sky. 

In heaven's most glcndons place ; 
To Gabriel the Archangel shown. 
And upon earth by him made known 

To Mary full of grace! 

She her first-bom when drcumcised, 
As ancient ritual devised, 

JESUS, the Saviour, calls; 
Throughout the world proclaimed, this Name 
Believed on saves from rin and shaxDA, 

And Death's and 8aibekxi*« ^Ike«2Q&. 

i2 
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Hie splendoiir of tlie Holj Tliree 
Shiiies in it, and tlie Umtj; 

With joj it filk Uie skies; 
Beams in it aU the Father's fight, 
Seen too a motiier's honour hrigfat> 

Brethren it ^orifies. 



This is the Name, that ghres salyation 
And all-onlooked for consolation. 

Which soccooieth the sad; 
This it heoomes ns wdl to raise 
With blessing, honour, and with praise 

From hearts for ever ghid. 



This Name is melody to speak. 
Sweet honey to invoke, the weak 

It shields from insults well; 
It is the jubilee of thought. 
By it is wondrous terror brought 

To all the hosts of helL 



Behold the Name, that mighty deeds 
Of g^raoe achieves for human needs. 

Above all others dear ; 
Of God the countenance Divine 
Propitious, lovely, and benign 

To men it makes appear. 
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Fair Name and beauteous in our eyes. 
The chiefest good, most valued prize, 

Which inward sweets distils ; 
Omnipotent in heavenly mighty 
In honour raised to utmost height. 

With happiness it fills. 

Then, Shepherd of our souls, give ear. 
Good JESU, grant Thy suppliants' prayer. 

Sun, that doth ne'er descend. 
Now for Thy dear Name's sake display 
In chaos of our souls the day. 

From darkness them defend. 

O Thou, by Whom the nations all 
Uplifted are from Adam's fall. 

Though dead, through Thee they live ; 
Restorer of our ruined race. 
Of every lost angelic grace. 

Thyself unto us give ! 

J.V. 



THE END. 
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